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The Grand Valley Center at Muskegon
has an Allendale telephone exchange effective March 1, 1977. The new number
is 895-7750. Please use this number when
calling the Center, since it will greatly reduce toll charges for both parties. (The
Center does retain the other numbers for
local calls.)

•

The next meeting of the CEU Review
Committee will be held in the Community Education Office, 105 Lake Michigan
Hall, on Monday, March 14, at 3 p.m. If
you are planning a conference, non-credit
workshop or seminar which might be
eligible for CEUs (Continuing Education
Units), please submit your proposal to
Geoffrey Smith, CEU Chairperson, by
Friday, March 10. Proposal forms are
available from the Community Education
Office.

•

Buses will make their regular, scheduled runs from Grand Rapids to the campus and back on March 24 because of
spring term registration. The regular bus
schedule for the spring term will resume
on March 28.

•

The winter term meeting of the All
Colleges Academic Senate, scheduled for
March 11, has been cancelled. The Executive Committee of the Senate will meet
that day.

•

The Ottawa County School Employees
Credit Union announces its new hours beginning March 1. They will be open from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

•

The Community Education Office is
sponsoring a workshop on Saturday,
March 12, on "Woman as an Individual."
The sessions will be held in 17 4 Lake
Superior Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. For more information call 451-0731.

•
For rent: House in the country approximately 20 miles from campus. Call E. F.
Gearhart, extension 213.

•

House for sale. Three bedroom, deck,
den, walk-out basement, large lot. 250
yards to Shawmut Elementary School,
2/3 mile to Oakleigh Middle School, nine
miles to GVSC. FHA appraised $41,000 .
620 Oakleigh, N.W. Call A. V. Martin,
extension 134 ; evenings, 451-8563 or
453-6027.

•
Couple, no children, seeks to rent
house in the country or a small town.
Excellent references. Call Dotti Sydloski,
454-7481 or 895-6611, ext. 222.

•

For rent: four bedroom, furnished
house. Five miles from campus, in Jenison.
Available from mid-June to December 31,
1977. Call Carl Meloy, extension 200.

Pamela Hoffman, Peggy Peloquin, Lori Verier, and Andrea Verier rehearse "For Four," choreographed by Nada Diach enko . It is
one of the numbers to be performed by the Dance Alliance at Stage 3. Performances are sch eduled at 8 p. m. on Thursday , Friday,
and Saturday, March 10-12 , and at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 13. Admission is $1.00. For reservations call ex~:m sion 485.

rsvn

A Case for Oral History
By John Tevebaugh
Where would we be had it not been for
Roo ts? Well, we would be working in and
out of the 350 or so institutional centers
throughout the United States, planning
our annual interviewing schedules, increasing the now more than 100,000 recorded hours of taped conversations, editing and typing transcripts which currently
number over one million pages, preparing
oral history materials for use by researchers of a myriad projects, and teaching
courses in the theory and practice of the
oral history process.

Who are we? "We" may be a member
of the Grandville Historical Commission
talking to survivors of earlier dramas in
our community; we may be employees of
the prestigious Columbia University Oral
History Collection, originated in 1948 by
historian Allan Nevins and still the leading repository of oral documents; or we
may be a Merle Miller putting the finishing touches on Plain Speaking or a Studs
Terkel compiling his candid Worki ng. Or,
perhaps we are students in an urban history class attempting to break through to
the personal, individual reaction to ghetto
life.
What is it that we are doing? This, like

Art Prof Writes Book,
Trash into Treasure
In spite of the fact that recycling is becoming an increasingly accepted idea,
Americans still produce a record amount
of trash. Chester Alkema and his art students at Grand Valley have been using
that trash in art classes and turning it into
art objects of all kinds. He has now pub;
lished a book, entitled Alkema 's Scrap
Magic, which describes and illustrates
how such items as beads, string, tin cans,
bottles, TV dinner trays, and paper cartons can be made into collages, lamps,
necklaces, and hundreds of other decorative and useful items. It is subtitled, appropriately enough, "How to turn your
trash can into a treasure ·chest.
The book contains 300 photographs

by Alkema, including 200 in full color.
The works described in the book were
made by Alkema's students, ranging in
age from elementary school to college
and beyond.
" They reflect the students' own decisions as to what they most wanted to
create from scrap materials, " Alkema
said. "I would think the popularity of the
projects included in the book reflects not
only the students' tastes, but also those
of my future readers."
The book, Alkema's thirteenth, is published in the United States and Canada by
Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., New York.
It is also published by Oak Tree Press Co.,
Inc., in London and Sydney.

the foregoing, has several possible responses, all of them accurate and all
stated differently . One of us was Alex
Haley tracing his slave ancestors, in part
through the oral tradition of his family.
Another is a student hearing and recording a living footnote to his community's
past. Yet another was a historian patiently tracking down participants in a plot to
assassinate Adolph Hitler. And still an other is a librarian of a presidential library directed to obtain the reminiscences of key administration figures who
in this age of high-speed life and technological advances never sit down to write
or even dictate their memoirs. In short
we are retrieving the documents of lat~
twentieth century .
Are these documents really accurate?
This will need some explanation. If what
is meant is whether they are valid or true,
then the answer is a qualified yes. Oral
documents are as sound as any comparable traditional document. Memoirs, let ters, speeches , reports and the like , as
demonstrated repeatedly by historians
and other scholars, are all susceptible to
error or fraud. Historian Harold C.
Deutsch, for example, in a speech at
Hope College several years ago, demonstrated this susceptibility and even went
on to describe the usefulness of the oral
interview as a corrective to official reports. The question of accuracy is always
a carefully investigated matter by any
serious scholar. It is the scholarly method
and not the single document that determines validity.
What is the advantage of the oral document? This takes us beyond the simple
(Co11 ti 1111ed 0 11 Page 4)

Forum Survey Produces Comments
Is the Forum "a waste of money" or is
it "a badly needed publication"? Is it a
duplication of the student newspaper or
is it an antidote to it? We've gotten all
those responses-and more-to the survey
mailed out recently. Some comments
were gratifying, some hit home, some
surprised us, but all of them were read
and considered. Apparently, it is true that
one man's "garbage" is another man's bit
of good taste and culture. In the belief
that oµ.r ~readers are - interested·- ln- wl1at
' tn'eir ' colleagues had to say about the
Forum, we are printing a large sample of
the comments received.
One criticism that was voiced repeatedly, however, and that we believe deserves a response immediately concerns
the "expensive" paper we use rather than
newsprint.
When the Forum was begun , we received prices for printing it from the Print
Shop on campus and from Grandville
Printers, the firm that prints the student
newspaper. The bids from both places
were virtually identical-Grandville for
newsprint and the Print Shop, which does
not stock newsprint and .does not have
the printing presses to handle it, for 50pound white offset paper. The Print
Shop's charges for pictures were more expensive than Grandville Printers', but that
cost was offset by the mileage we would
have to pay to deliver and pick up the
Forum from Grandville each week. So we
opted for the Print Shop. It is more convenient and the difference in cost is
minimal.
We have tallied the responses to each
of the questions on the survey and divided them according to whether the respondents thought the Forum ought to
be continued or not. Listed below are the
figures:

Yes, th e Forum should be continued : 137
Faculty-60
Clerical staff-3~
Administrative staff-33
Plant department-1
Other-12
Do you read th e Forum?
Regularly-132
Sometimes-8
Rarely--0
Never--0
How much of it do you read?
All of it-42
Most of it-82
Certain parts-13
What sections do you like most?
Campus calendar-80
Sports calendar-17
Features-115
Across campus-80
RSVP-80
Sports-23
Channel 35-58
Job openings-55
Such language-89
Wh at sections do you like least?
Campus calendar--7
Sports calendar-46
Features-3
Across campus-1
RSVP-13
Sports-58
Cllannel 35-17
Job openings-10
Such language-19
Of those who said the Forum should be discontinued, 18 said we should return to the
format of th e "Memorandum, " 43 said
the· information should be included in the
Lanthorn, and 5 said nothing should be
substituted.
Faculty-20
Clerical staff-19
Administrative staff-19
Plant department-2
Other--4
Do you read the Forum?
Regularly-43
Sometimes-13
Rarely-4
Never-1

"Some persons wonder how the writers
How much of it do y ou read?
for the RSVP feature are chosen. Almost
All of it-9
all the essays so far espouse the modern
Most of it-27
· view of education: self-gratification.
Certain parts-23
Apparently, few persons are left who
What sections do you like most?
espouse the older view that the chief
Campus calendar--27
purpose of higher education is intellectual
Sports calendar-5
and aesthetic refinement; a secondary
Features-33
purpose is vocational. Another matter:
Across campus-25
how carefully is the Forum read for
RSVP-17
errors, violations of usage, and employSports-4
ment of modern jargon?"
Channel 35-11
"The idea was to do away with -all the
Job openings-19
memos."
Such language-23
"I like the Forum. It is well written. It
Wh at sections do you like least?
gives information I want about what is
Campus calendar-4
going on around campus and who's who
Sports calendar--17
on campus. I like pictures of faculty and
Features-7
staff so I can put a name to a familiar
Across campus-5
face and put a face to a familiar name. It ·
RSVP-9
gives me a sense that I know what is going
Sports-27
on, which the 'Memorandum' did not do
Channel 35-10
and the Lanthorn does not do. Less
Job openings-6
sport~, please."
Such language-16
"I like the Forum . However, for the
Nine persons did not indicate whether
wiai cost involved it seems too much for
or not they thought the Forum should
too little. No question-it looks sharp."
continue to be published. They read most
"I hope that the Forum evolves in a
of the paper regularly; the calendar, feaway that it least duplicates the Lan thorn.
tures, RSVP , Channel 35 Highlights most,
Several times, I have seen the same article
and least the sports calendar and the
in both. Sports should be left to the
sports section.
Lant horn, except for perhaps broad season
summaries or coverage of that nature."
"The Forum and the Lanthorn should
be merged, in the interests of economy,
into a single faculty /student/staff publication."
"Good job. I like it."
"I feel the writings in the Forum are
"Excellent job. Keep it up!"
more democratic, while the Lanthorn is
"I enjoy the Forum very much insofar
very biased and radical."
as it serves as an organ for exchange of
"Need wide variety. Need not compete
ideas among faculty, staff and adminwith the Lanthorn."
istrators. In this I think it is performing a
"Too much money being invested in
valuable function, and insofar as it
format and style."
presents information and material of
"Yes, continued. However, I think the
interest to our group. I do think that
emphasis should be on activities and
some of the Lanthorn 's complaints and/or
articles of the academic community and
accusations are justified. There is no need
other staff. The accessibility of the
for another sports section, as this area is
'Hooter' and Lanthorn make certain areas
well-covered by the Lan thorn. Neither is
redundant, and this expense should be
there a real need for many of the feature
eliminated."
articles for the same reason. The 'Clear
"I seriously question its need as a
Hooter' is also still being published, so
separate publication. We have the continthe Forum hasn't eliminated this duplicaual problem of too many memos (so I
tion either ... . "
definitely like the Forum better than the
"Neither the Forum nor the Lanthorn
'Memorandum'). But I think it could and
do a decent job of providing information."
should be put together with the Lanthorrr"Perhaps it can be done less expensaving money and possibly producing a
sively."
better publication in both instances."
"I was not here before the Forum was
"I appreciate condensation of all inpublished. I enjoy reading it, and also
formation in one place. Think quality of
enjoy the Lan thorn. I don't know what's
paper could be reduced and distribution
invo1ved in combining the two."
list revised-fewer copies per office, etc."
"I feel a great expense is tied up in the
"Not enough information. The 'Clear
Forum!"
Hooter' at times has more on just a single
"I think meeting minutes published
half sheet of paper."
would be a savings to college for paper
"I enjoy the Forum; however, I quesand distribution time. Feature various
tion the expenditure of financial resources
members of COT staff as you have adminfor this project."
istration and faculty. Question/answer
"A very elitist approach-the student
column for benefits could be beneficial at
newspaper needs this opportunity that
times. News releases could be incorporated
you guys took over."
in this paper too." (Editor's note: They
"I think the Forum shows' good taste
often are.)
as compared to the Lanthorn-nice pub"I think the administrative news can
lication."
blend in well with the "latest on campus
"The Lanthorn should carry this (most
controversies" that make the Lanthorn so
of) weekly."
interesting."
"In a time of financial shortages, the
"I like it, but I could live without it."
Forum is a luxury we can do without
(which isn't to say the Forum is not good).
"How much money would be saved is
But, we are cutting out classes, letting
the deciding factor."
faculty go, etc. Besides, perhaps it would
"Due to the instability of the
be better anyway to devote some of the
Lanthorn 's often irresponsible reporting
time, money, and energy spent on the
and features activity, I think the Forum
Forum to making the Lanthorn better,
should be continued as an important
which would also teach students somecommunications medium for the campus."
thing-our primary purpose here, right?
"I feel that the Forum is a waste of
For example, why not use the salary of
time and money, that the Lan thorn would
the Fourm editor to pay a journalism
serve our purposes as well as students'.
instructor/ La nth om adviser?"
We have no secrets from students so our
"A less expensive format could be
announcements could easily be included
used which would be less threatening to
in their paper."
"Although I am a new staff member
the Lanthorn while not being as boring as
here and never knew the 'Memorandum'
the 'Memorandum/ I think there is a
great need for better communication
format, I feel that the newsletter-newsamong GVSC staff and the Forum has
paper format is a far better way to reach
accomplished that. I would hate to see it
the staff. By layout alone, it makes for
lost. More mileage could be had from the
more interesting reading than a memo,
Forum if it could be used for off-campus
and if it's interesting to read, more people
communication as well."
will."

'A great expense'

"Please stop printing garbage on concerts at the expense of valid campus
announcements."
"I enjoy the Forum."
"The Forum is a slick, public relations
production edited so that it will appeal to
the Grand Rapids, off-campus community. When first published, it was announced that the paper would serve the
campus community. I know from experience that important details are 'edited'
from submitted stories. Thus, the paper
fails to serve the community as announced.
I strongly favor elimination of the paper
if it will save the college any money.
Grand Valley faculty do not need an
internal P.R. paper."
"I enjoy the Forum."
"I think the Forum is a waste of
money."
"Do more features on faculty and
their various interests and work. It would
help us to get to know each other better
as a campus. More info on various
programs and what they are doing and
offering."
"Anything is better than the Lanthorn
of late. The Forum is objective, nonpolitical and well proofread, and information therein is accurate-none of which
applies to the Lant horn."
"I enjoy the Forum, find it useful and
would like for it to continue."
"I very honestly don't take nor have
the time to read it."
"The Forum is a vehicle to represent
ex ecutive (not administrative) views of
GVSC and is not necessary in that the
college policies are only discussed by
faculty and students in an ex post facto
context."
"If continued, use cheap paper, easily
recycled."
"An article should be left as written,
not have someone rewrite it and thus
changing the intent, whether good or bad.
I don't like this fact, and I know it is
being done."
"I think the Forum does an excellent
job. It looks very professional and provides information I need. However, it is
very expensive and we are in a financial
pinch."
"I like it!!"

-,well-written news sheet'
"The Forum is a respectable, wellwritten news sheet. I think it does serve a
function on campus, and to make it part
of the Lanthorn (which seems neither
respectable nor well written) would be a
mistake, if the policy regarding the
Lanthorn (that there should be no supervision or responsibility to anyone but the
editor) is continued. The old faculty /staff
'Memorandum' was not as pleasant or
complete as the Forum. I would recommend, however, that the sports section be
omitted: that is a duplication of a
Lanthorn function. The Forum should be
an additional publication, not a repetitive
one. It should address itself to the concerns and interests of the faculty and
staff, and those f/s who are interested in
GVSC sports can read about them in the
Lanthorn."

Grand Valley Forum
The Grand Valley Forum is published
by the Communications and Public
Relations Office, Clarice Geels, editor,!
It is published on Monday of each l
week when classes are in session during
the fall, winter, and spring terms. All
material should be sent to the editor in
the Communications Office, Manitou
Hall, Grand Valley State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan 49401. Telephone:
( 895-6611, extension 222.

•••

And More Comments

"Save money (if possible) or put it to
better use (the money)."
"Yes, but I feel you should avoid
features and student information that will
overlap with the Lanthorn. I would like
to see more features along the line of
RSVP."
"Save money! Use it for instructional
purposes."
"Calendar format is sometimes confusing-emphasize times."
"More articles on secretarial or technical staff."
"I agree with the observation that the
Forum competes with the Lanthorn. And
in this case it is unfair competition which
will endanger the student newspape~
species that should be protected."
"Informative consolidation of many
other papers which used to be distributed
around campus. Nice to have all the information in one package. Quality is very
good-errors minimal."
"Reduce cost with cheaper paper
(newsprint). Have later deadlines for copy
(i.e., deadline Monday, 5 p.m., compose
and print Monday night, issue Tuesday
a.m .). Could be less fancy, more informally
written to speed production. Also,include
brief calendar of GVSC activities (conferences, special events, etc.) projected
for next four or five weeks."
"If dropped , please keep faculty /staff
communications open via 'Memorandum'
or some such format. Perhaps present
Forum is too 'slick'-with money shortage."
"The Task Force on Internal Communications recommended that the
Forum be a paper primarily for announcements and issues discussion. Articles regarding student information and articles
concerning primarily students are not
appropriate." 1
"I feel that the permanent faculty /staff
employees deserve and merit a reliable
weekly communique. I think you've
captured the right ideas, covering a broad
range of topics, highlighting the areas that
are of interest to nearly everyone. Good
luck."
"Reduce sports. The function of
sports is to help the non-academic community external to GVSC identify with
GVSC. The internal academic community
has different interests. Sports duplicates
the Lant horn and the Grand Rapids Press."
"Yes, but print on cheaper paper."
"Yes, but avoid info duplication with
Lanthorn, print it on newsprint."
"Yes, but make Forum more accessible
to students."
"The Lanthorn simply cannot be
expected to represent and serve the interests of the faculty. Nor can a memorandum format be adequate to our needs
as it is just too limiting. I suppose the
outcome will again be favorable to
students. We have lost our parking
privileges, our bookstore discount. Next
is the Forum. Have the students caught
on to our special field house facility?"
"The Forum should co-exist with the
Lanthorn as long as the former is not
practicing 'imperialism.' Also, do not
overspend dollars."
"Yes, but on cheaper paper, less fancy
printing."
"Needed as an antidote to the crummy
student rag. However, should drop all
sports, etc., and concentrate on matters
of e?ucation, national and state trends,
Lansmg scene, etc."
"It's a relief, after the Lanthorn, to
read something put together by literate
people."
"The 'Memorandum,' expanded to
include some 'features' and other items of
interest, as well as the lists of happenings
(calendar) would be more appropriate
than a second newspaper. However, room
must be made for the types of articles the
Forum runs in the Lanthorn . Perhaps a
co-editorship of Forum and Lant horn staff
would produce a newspaper of more
merit than either papers have by themselves. A name suggestion: 'The Phoenix.' "
·
"Yes, I guess so."

"The Forum does fill a need and serve
a useful purpose. However, the dollars
spent on it are way out of proportion!
There is no need for the high gloss
paper-go to newsprint. Also, everyone
can read about the sports and sports
calendar in the Lanthorn-give them some
credit-they do a fine and adequate job.
If you cut out the sports and scale down
the calendar and pictures, you could
reduce the Forum to one page and realize
substantial savings. In these times of tight
budgets and rising costs, there is no need
for such an expensive trivia sheet as the
Forum now is!!"
"I think an internal organ is necessary
and valuable. However, somehow we
should try to cut costs. I think you sho.uld
"Since there is a controversy about the
return to the original concept and compete
Forum vs. the Lanthorn, eliminate from
less with the Lan thorn in areas of features
the Forum topics the Lanthorn . regularly
·
and sports coverage."
covers, i.e., sports and related articles,
"Communication is a problem in any
concerts and other social events mainly of
large organization. The Forum helps to
interest to the student body."
alleviate that problem. Also, it is concise,
"Any duplication of articles (sports,
regular, and relatively unbiased ."
for instance) would be stopped and the
"I enjoy the Forum. I think sports are
Lanthorn could enlarge its size and look
covered adequately in the Lant horn."
more like a campus newspaper. The Forum
" 'Such Language' seems to me to be
is just another waste of money."
terribly pompous and tiresome."
"This paper serves the purpose oC
"The article I enjoy the most is 'Such
communication for faculty and staff which
Language.' As Jerry Elliott would say, it
has not been and cannot be handled any
is 'fantastic.' The article I enjoy the least
other way."
is RSVP, because I have found them to be
"No (strongly felt). Please, let's stop
long and repetitious. They could be
wasteful redundance! !"
shortened, to the point, and still get their
"Although I realize that similar admin- message across. I do not read the sports
istration-faculty publications are issued section as I am strictly · a · golf and
on other campuses, I feel that such a large swimming enthusiast.''
format paper is not a good idea under
"How about more information on who
current budgetary restrictions; I certainly and what is changing on campus? Such as
disagree with large photos, expensive
the plant department."
paper stock and semi-learned long articles
"The sports section is already published
of dubious general interest. I suggest to
in the Lanthorn. Besides that, I feel it
go back to the fully adequate old
belongs in the Lanthorn because it deals
'Memorandum' format, or to a special
mainly with students.''
page in the Lanthorn; the latter will cer"I think that the Forum is doing what
tainly help in bridging what sometimes
it was intended to do-give Grand Valley
appears to be communication gap with
some sense of community, eliminate
many students who don't know much
multitudinous memos, and inform faculty
about administrative problems."
and staff of activities, ideas, accomplish"It is a duplicate effort, and an appalments, etc., of other Grand Valley perling waste of money."
sonnel that they otherwise would never
"I like the notion of the Forum as a
hear of."
source of faculty /staff/administration in" 'Such Language' gets read first."
formation. Part of the problem is that it
"What a great looking four-page newslooks too good. Comparing it to the
paper!"
Lanthorn is like comparing Time magazine
"It's nice to have all info in one
to our spring schedule. There is room for
place-and not have to worry about this
both the Lanthorn and the Forum. But
mislaid memo or that one."
if they looked like they cost the same,
"I question the cost and wonder
maybe a few complaints would be
whether these funds could be better spent.
silenced."
However, I do feel we need a vehicle for
"The quality of the material in the
communication and I question the ability
Fo·rum varies, of course, from issue to
of the Lant horn. Also,lbelieve the Forum
issue or writer to writer, but it is so much
could communicate better, i.e., what is
superior to the Lanthorn 's that reading
happening in Lansing, agendas for the
the Forum reawakens my respect for
Board of Control meetings, other 'real'
both Grand Valley and humanity."
issues on campus."
"Yes, most definitely. It serves its
"I think you are doing a fine job.''
purpose as a staff newspaper, and I think
"Yes, provided there are improvethat is all that needs to be said. Tell the
ments."
Lanthorn to concentrate on serving the
" 'Like' is a poor word for me in this
students' needs and they will be better
case. I read the Forum for information
off."
and enlightenment and if sports are one's
"Fine job in a much-needed area."
interest, then that info should be included
"Do we really Qeed such a slick pub- · whether I like it or not!"
lication with such high-quality paper,
"Mixed feelings. What's the cost? How
printing and photos in these beltfar could those funds go in beefing up the
tightening times?"
Lanthorn ?"

"The Forum is a badly needed publication. The stench of TJC, WJC has
polluted CAS. The contemptible English
and content of the student newspaper
add more pollutants. Oh, my, what a
welcome thing the Forum is! It bespeaks
of some culture, good taste, and ability in
English composition. It causes the stench
to recede a bit."
"No ... if it were included as a special
section (of the Lan thorn). Info must be
distributed in some fashion."

'Looks too good'

Job Openings
Clerical,

Office,

and Technical:

Secretary I, departments of economics
and environmental sciences. Salary
range B, $123-$176. Available March
11,1977.
.
Secretary I-student life office (second
notice). Salary range B, $123-$176.
Available immediately.
Reference librarian. Half-time position.
Beginning July 1. Master's degree required. Contact Stephen Ford, 112
Zumberge.

Faculty:

Visting Assistant Professor,
department of history. Earned doctorate in history with emphasis on Medieval
and European history . Teaching experience preferred. Available September, 1977 . Please mail letters of application, resume and three letters of
reference to: Professor Anthony R.
Travis, chairman, department of history, CAS, Grand Valley State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan 49401.
Grand Valley State Colleges is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Robert Byrd

Faculty,
Staff Profiles
One comment we have heard with increasing frequency lately goes something
like this: "I've talked to 'X' on the phone
many times, but I have no idea who he
(she) is." Or, another version, "I hardly
know any faculty and staff on campus
other than the people , I work with. I really feel isolated."
Well, with more than 700 employees
on the payroll, one can hardly hope to
know everyone. But we can hope to make
a few faculty and staff known to otherswhat they do at Grand Valley , how long
they've been here, what they look like,
and what they are interested in besides
their work, what they do when they leave
the office at 5 o'clock. Who knows how
many closet pianists, magicians, actors,
cooks-the possiblity is endless-we 're
harboring.
Beginning with this issue we plan to
run a weekly column featuring a faculty
or staff member. We welcome your comments.

Introducing. • •
By Rick Oliver, student reporter

Robert Byrd, better known as
"Woody," is Resident Life Coordinator at
Copeland House. According to Byrd, that
is basically just a fancy title for Hall Director. But no matter what you call him,
Woody Byrd enjoys his job. It's a peoplefilled job and, says Byrd, "I like having
people around to interact with."
Woody lives with his wife, Terri, and
their springer spaniel in a small apartment
on the main floor of the Copeland dorm,
making him accessible (to the point or'
near absurdity) to the dorm students. He
also has a small, comfortable office just
off Copeland's lobby . During his spare
time, Byrd enjoys reading, music and
working on cars, though not necessarily
in that order. Speaking of music, Woody
drags off his Marlboro and reminisces:
"For a while, when I was going to Ohio
University, I sang with a band we put together, called the 'the Brass Rock Company.' That was years and years ago,
though.'' He still enjoys rock with good
brass in it, such as the music of Blood
Sweat and Tears and Chicago, and he also
gets into country music.
Politically active, Byrd ran successfully
for student body president at Morehead
University in Kentucky, using campaign
slogans built on the very distinctive laugh
of another bird who shares his first name:
Woody Woodpecker. Woody strongly
feels that his dealings with the administration at Morehead help him put his current
job in perspective and help him look at
issues from both the student and administrative side.
Byrd also spent six months in Washington, D.C., doing an internship with former Congressman Wayne Hays and the
Committee on House Administration and
the Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs.
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A Case for Oral History
( Continued from page 1) ,
matter of increasing the quantity of our
available information, which in itself has
value. The oral interview introduces into ·
the fabric of history the testimony of
those segments of our population who,
for countless centuries, have remained
faceless-and voiceless. Ideally, we may
now hear from the real "man in the
street," not the results of a Harris Poll.
Now, we may examine the reflections of
the woman who would never, in her wildest imagination, think of sitting down to
record her experiences as a young teacher
contending with early 1920's mores in
smalltown mid-America, but whose
memories admirably complete that segment of that community's educational
experience. Now also we may know the
remembered experiences of the laboring
men without jobs in 1933, from them
and not from an agency's report. We need
not read our history only from the cold,
dreary pages of a government document,
but may hear it in the warm voices of its
participants.
Who has so much to say? Almost
everyone-if carefully encouraged. All
that is needed is a conversation, not at all
unlike those that fake place daily when
two people meet and one becomes interested in who the other person is and what
experience that person has had. I never
0

knew my own mother to talk so much
about her childhood experiences as she
did when I persisted in inquiring about
every detail. Nor did she think she would
remember even a quarter of it. One of the
longest major oral memoirs is that of
Frances Perkins, the long-time Secretary
of Labor in Franklin D. Roosevelt's cabinet, who is said to have "recalled in intimate detail every occurrence of her
life." Transcriptions of her tapes totaled
5,566 pages, some forty pages more than
those by her one-time colleague, Henry
A. Wallace. But the old settler in Ada, the
inner-city resident in Grand Rapids, the
farmer near Coopersville, the faculty
member of Thomas Jefferson College,
and the state policeman at the Rockford
Post all have much to tell the patient interviewer who knows what question to
ask, how to ask it, and how to use it appropriately.
Where would we be had it not been for
Roots? We already were well along the
way by the time of the first big Bicentennial stimulus. That got us past the Watergate abuse of the oral testimony idea. For
nearly a decade, Pulitzer and other prizewinning books have drawn increasingly
upon oral history collections throughout
the country. Local agencies, like the Kent
County Council for Historic Preservation
are collecting interviews by historical
societies and individuals in order to open

At the Moment. Jim Gaver moderates
a discussion on suicide prevention, with
guests State Sen . Joseph Snyder, State
Rep. Melvin DeStigter, Mrs. Patricia Norfleet, and GVSC professor, Arthur Delong. Monday, March 7, 7 p.m.
The Glory of Their Times. A look
at the legendary greats of baseball's early
years. Monday, March 7, 10 :15 p.m. Repeats Saturday, March 12, 8 p.m.
The People's Business. The

Grand
Valley Blood Program discusses its organization and on-going search for donors.
Tuesday , March 8, 7 p.m.

john Tevebaugh
this heritage to greater use. The GVSC
Oral History Project expands its collection of turn-of-the-century Grand Rapids
memories and turns to explore the
"early" days on our own campus. Roots
was a welcomed spotlight on an activity
that, though hardly in its maturity, is no
longer considered innovative, but instead
is being referred to as a standard technique . People seem to like their history
warm.
J ohn Tevebaugh is a professor of history
ing the College of Arts and Sciences. He
has been at Grand Valley since 1963.

National Geographic Special: "The
Volga," A journey through the Soviet
Union following the twisting currents of
the mighty Volga River. Tuesday, March
8,8p.m.
Nova: "The Pill for the People." A
discussion of genetic engineering research
which might some day lead to defect-free
babies. Wednesday, March 9, 8 p.m.

The

Andersonville Trial. Richard
Basehart and William Shatner head an allstar cast in Saul Levitt's Emmy Awardwinning drama about an infamous Civil
War prison camp. Sunday, March 13, 2
p.m.
All-Star

WJC Prof Works with Handicapped
Richard E. Paschke, faculty member at
William James College, is on sabbatical,
working at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation
Center in Grand Rapids. He is concentrating on developing new techniques in rehabilitating stroke victims, cerebral palsy
victims, and other patients with some
kind of brain damage or injury .
Paschke left WJC in September, 1976,
on sabbatical and plans to return on a
part-time basis next Septmeber. He will
resume full-time teaching in January ,
1978.
Paschke became interested in working
at Mary Free Bed after taking some of his
classes on field trips there. He decided
that there was no better place to study

the brain and its related complexities, and
proposed to spend his sabbatical there.
Speaking from his small office in the Rehabilitation Center, Paschke said, "You
can really help people here, and the
people here really need help."
He works with patients both as part of
a team of specialists and on his own. The
specialist team generally consists of a
physical therapist, an occupational therapist, a speech pathologist, a psychologist,
a medical doctor and a nurse. Such a
team meets with each patient in an effort
to provide the best possible care for
everyone. Paschke also spends much of
his time meeting with patients on a oneto-one basis, trying to get some idea of

how much rehabilitative progress will be
possible for each of his patients. He also
does some counselling with them, helping
them adjust to the reality and/or permanence of their affliction. That part of his
work is supervised by a psychotherapist
from Kent Oaks Hospital.
In addition to working with patients at
Mary Free Bed, Paschke has also been involved with running inservice training
programs for the staff of the Center. He
has donet wo sessions, on February 8 and
14, covering contemporary neuropsychological approaches to understanding brain
lesions and their resulting impairments.
Clinical implications of the work of Reitan, Luria, Pribam, and E. Roy John were
emphasized.

Swing Festival. Featured
are jazz greats Benny Goodman, Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton,
Count Basie and Dave Brubeck, among
others. Thursday, March 10, 9:30 p.m.
Repeats Monday, March 14, 10:15 p.m.

Sesame Street at Night? Gene Shalit
hosts a parent's view of "Sesame Street."
Friday, March 11, 7 p.m.
Blithe Spirit. The 1945 film version of
Noel Coward's hit stage comedy, with
Rex Harrison and Magraget Rutherford.
Saturday , March 12, 9 p.m.

March

Membership, March
5-15 :
WGVC-TV is participating in public television's third annual national fund-raising
and public awareness campaign. In the
recently enacted long-range Public Television Funding Act, public television is required to match every $1.00 allocated by
the Federal government with $2.50 acquired from other sources.

Events On and Around the GVSC Campus
Monday, March 7
12 noon : "Religious America" film series. Sponsored by Religion Studies Institute.
Room 132, Lake Huron Hall.
3 and 7 p.m.: Film-"King Lear." Sponsored by CAS's English department. Room
132, Lake Huron Hall.

Tuesday, March 8
12 noon to 8 p.m.: International Women's Day program. Campus Center Multipurpose Room. For more information call extension 545.
12 noon to 2 p.m.: Seed Coffee House. Co-sponsored by Seed and Student Activities Allocations. Campus Center Hardy Room .
5: 30 p.m.: "Diet for a Small Planet," a program presented by the Hunger Task
Force. Film of same title (based on book by Frances M. Lappe) will be shown. A
meal , from recipes in the book, will be prepared and eaten. Campus Center. For
more information call extension 111.

Wednesday, March 9
Sojourner's Source, a program for women. Campus Center Multipurpose Room. For
more information call the Women's Information Bureau, extension 545.
12 noon to 3 p.m.: Seed Coffee House. Cosponsored by Seed and Student Activities Allocations. Campus Center Hardy Room.
7: 30 p.m.: Discussion of the Campus Ministry's program of Christian witness. Campus Center. Speakers include: Ronald VanSteeland, Ty Wessell, Patricia MacTavish, Margaret Atkinson, and Rodney Snedeker.

8 p.m.: Dance Alliance, At Stage 3, 72 Ransom, N.E., Grand Rapids. Admission,
$1.00. For reservations call extension 485.

Friday, March 11
3 to 6 p.m.: Women, World and Wonder. Sponsored by Thomas Jefferson and William James Colleges and Fountain Street Church. At the Campus Center Multipurpose Room. Megan Terry, writer and director of the Magic Theatre in Omaha,
Nebraska, will speak on "Theatre and Presentation ." Open to the public.
7: 30 to 11: 30 p.m.: Seed Coffee House. Cosponsored by Seed and Student Activities Allocations. Campus Center Main Lounge.
8 p.m.: Dance Alliance. Stage 3. See Thursday, March 10, listing for details.

Saturday, March 12
10 a.m.: Women, World and Wonder . At Fountain Street Church. See Friday,
March 11, listing for details.
8 p.m.: Peter Gabriel in concert. Sponsored by Dome Productions. Field House.
Tickets in advance at $5.50, available at the Campus Center Concession. At the
door, $6.50.
8 p.m.: Dance Alliance. Stage 3. See Thursday, March 10, listing for details.

Sunday, March 13
3 p.m. : Dance Alliance. Stage 3. See Thursday, March 10, listing for details.
8: 15 p.m.: Mini-concert. Sponsored by Jazz Workshop. Louis Armstrong Theatre
Calder Fine Arts Center. Details to be announced.
'

Thursday, March 10
12 noon to 1 p.m.: "Religious America" film series . Sponsored by the Religion
Studies Institute. Room 132, Lake Huron Hall.
12 noon to 1 p.m.: "Sociology and Religion," a faculty /staff discussion group.
Sponsored by Campus Ministry. Campus Center South Conference Room .
3 and 7 p.m.: Film-"Slaughterhouse Five." Sponsored by CAS's English department and Student Activities Allocations. Room 132, Lake Huron Hall.
7: 30 p.m.: Laughead Lecture, presented by Bastiaan VanElderen, Calvin Theological Seminary. Sponsored by the Religion Studies Institute . At Hope College's
Wickers Hall Music Room.

Exhibitions
Friday, March 4, to Friday, April 1
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., weekdays; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday; and 12 noon to 5 p.m.,
Sunday: Ceramics exhibition by Kenneth Foster, Muskegon Community College
ceramics instructor. Campus Center Art Gallery.

